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Fearfully and Wonderfully Made

Mee! "# H$necke% Famil&
into clean clothes, I knew we had to go NOW. Not leaving time 
to put on shoes, I yelled to Jim to get in the car. There was 
NO WAY this baby would wait through the drive to Waconia 
(Ridgeview Hospital)! Going up our street, I demanded, ‘go to 
Ì�i�wÀi�ÃÌ>Ì���t���Ài�i���i�«�«i�«�i]�>�`����ii`��i�«t½»

����>�Ã��ÀiV>��Ã�Ì�>Ì���}�Ì]�º/Ü��V�«Ã�ÜiÀi��ÕÌ�vÀ��Ì�Ü���
immediately began helping get Andrea inside. Paramedics 
>�`�wÀiw}�ÌiÀÃ�ÜiÀi�Ü�Ì��ÕÃ�>����ÕÌi�>vÌiÀ�Üi�}�Ì�Ì�iÀi°�7i�
�i>À�i`��>ÌiÀ�Ì�>Ì�Ì�i��££�`�Ã«>ÌV�iÀ��iÌ�wÀiw}�ÌiÀÃ����Ü�>L�ÕÌ�
Ì�i������i�Ì�L�ÀÌ��>�`�Ì�i�wÀiw}�ÌiÀÃ]�Ü���ÜiÀi�i>}iÀ�Ì���i�«�
(and get a coveted stork pin for having helped in a birth) came 
en masse to assist. We got Andrea inside into the dispatch 
room and before we could lay her down, we shifted from labor 
Ì��`i��ÛiÀÞ°�"ÕÀ�L>LÞ�Ü>Ã�L�À��>Ì�£\xä>�°�/�i�wÀiw}�ÌiÀÃ]�Ì�i�
«���Vi]�>�`�Ì�i�«>À>�i`�VÃ�>���ÜiÀi�ÌiÀÀ�wV�����i�«��}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�
delivery and getting us to Ridgeview in Waconia. Avila goes 
L>V��iÛiÀÞ�Þi>À�����iÀ�L�ÀÌ�`>Þ�Ì��}ÀiiÌ�Ì�i�wÀiw}�ÌiÀÃ°�Ƃ�
Ã��ÕÌ��ÕÌ�Ì��Ì�i�ÀiVi�Ì�Þ�ÀiÌ�Ài`�/���7�iLi]�Ü���Ü>Ã�Ì�i�wÀi�

By Jeff Angell
Photographs by Danielle Swanson, Danielle Swanson Photography

As a reader, we know that when a story begins with the sentence, 
º�Ì�Ü>Ã�>�Li>ÕÌ�vÕ�]�ÃÕ��Þ�`>Þo»���Ài��vÌi��Ì�>����Ì]�>�`À>�>Ì�V�
twist is about to occur–and that’s exactly where this story is about 
to go in the story of how (and where) Andrea and Jim Hornecker’s 
wvÌ��V���`]�ƂÛ��>]�Ü>Ã�L�À�°�

7�Ì���Ì�Li��}�Ì�i�À�wvÌ��V���`]�Ƃ�`Ài>�>�`�����vi�Ì�Ài>`Þ�>�`�
«Ài«>Ài`�Ì��Üi�V��i�Ì�i�À���ÌÌ�i�L�À`qÜ��V���Ã�Ü�>Ì�ºƂÛ��>»�
means–but she had much different plans. Apparently, she was not 
>L�ÕÌ�Ì��Ã�Ì�>À�Õ�`�>�`�}iÃÌ>Ìi�>�Þ����}iÀ°�-�i�Ü>�Ìi`�Ì��yÞ]�>�`�
after a beautiful, sunny, September day, Avila woke her parents 
in the middle of the night, ready to be born. As mom, Andrea, 
iÝ«�>��Ã]�º7>���}�����>L�ÕÌ�£\£x>�]����>`�>��ÕÀ}i�Ì�vii���}�Ì�>Ì�
the baby was coming SOON. Our neighbor Lisa came to stay with 
our four older kids. My water broke at home and once I changed 

We would like to thank The Rome Team for sponsoring this 
month's feature story. 
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chief at the time with a great crew. They’ve been gracious and 
helped our daughter to have a wonderful sense of pride in 

�>Ã�>�>�`��ÕÀ���V>��wÀi�`i«>ÀÌ�i�Ì°»

In addition to Avila, who is now in seventh grade, the other 
Hornecker children include Jacob, Zach, Catherine, Mike, Mary, 
and Luke. Jacob is 25 and is a religion teacher at a Catholic 
school in Bloomington and is working toward a graduate 
degree in theology from the University of St. Thomas. Zach, 23, 
lives in Minneapolis and works as an aircraft mechanic at the 
MSP airport. He spends his free time motorcycling, traveling, 
and skydiving. Catherine, 20, is studying at St. Thomas and 
plans to go into nursing; she’s worked in health care at nursing 
homes for the past two years and has enjoyed getting to know 
the residents. Michael is a junior at Chesterton Academy, where 
his older siblings are alumni. He’s captain of the soccer team 
and plays on the basketball and the ultimate frisbee teams. 
He recently was the lead in Chesterton’s junior play. Avila is 
the family baker and artist. She’s active in competitive soccer, 
various youth groups, and singing in the choir at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Excelsior. She also does gymnastics 
at Laketown Gymnastics in Waconia. Fourth-grader Mary 
loves to be a mother’s helper for neighborhood toddlers. She 
is exceptionally sweet and very helpful in the kitchen and in 
planning parties. She enjoys volleyball, reading, and outings 
with her big sister. Rounding out the crew, second-grader Luke 
loves playing soccer and anything competitive. 

/�i���À�iV�iÀÃ��>Ûi�Lii�����
��ÛiÀ�,�`}i�v�À�wvÌii��
years after having lived in six states as a family–crossing 
Ì�i���ÃÃ�ÃÃ�««��,�ÛiÀ�wÛi�Ì��iÃ����>��°�/�i�v>���Þ����i`�Ì�i�
convenience of the Highway 212 corridor and loved the home 
they found, with convenient access to trails and playgrounds. 
Ƃ�`Ài>�ÀiV>��Ã]�º7i�Ì��Õ}�Ì�
�>Ã�>�Ü>Ã�>�}Ài>Ì�«�>Vi�>�`�
we loved the neighborhood. When we moved here, our older 

children had playmates in the neighborhood. With the addition 
of Sagewood, our youngest two now have more playmates. 
It’s great that the neighbors get out (when it’s above freezing) 
and have events together to create community. Our youngest 
three are outdoors at almost all times in the summer and we 
really enjoy Jonathon’s Fourth of July festival; our son Michael 
�>Ã�Ü���Ì�i�Ü>ÌiÀ�i����i>Ì��}�V��ÌiÃÌ�wÛi�Ì��iÃt°»�/�i�v>���Þ�
likes to utilize the library system, visit the festivals, and enjoy 
all of the parks’ exciting amenities. To say the family loves–
and sometimes relies on–the services in Chaska is a bit of an 
understatement!

The Horneckers and the Neighbors of Chaska want to wish a 
very happy Mother’s Day to all of the mothers both inside and 
outside of our community. Thank you for always taking care of 
us, even when it isn’t easy or when things go unexpectedly;) 

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate 
your neighbor or volunteer your own family to be featured in 
one of our upcoming issues. Contact our content coordinator at 
jangell@bestversionmedia.com.


